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The Wooden Boat Association NSW Inc was formed in October 1990 after the first Wooden Boat 
Festival held at River Quays Marina.

We aim to foster the enjoyment and appreciation of wooden boats and to encourage the continuation 
of associated skills, vessels, and artefacts.

Our General Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at the Dundas Sports Club, 9 
Elder Road, Dundas. Dinner: 6.00pm. Meeting: 7.30pm. Friends and visitors are always welcome.

Contact us by mail: By Email:

Wooden Boat Association NSW Inc Secretary@wbansw.asn.au

PO Box 884, Gladesville NSW 2111 President@wbansw.asn.au

(ABN: 91 071 439 274) Editor@wbansw.asn.au

We Need Scuttlebutt Articles... Every Month!
We can only produce Scuttlebutt with your contributions, whether this is just a few words to accompany a photo 
essay or something more substantial.  Deadline for copy+pictures is the 21st of the month. ~500 words and 
several photos will provide 1-2 pages of copy. Be sure to indicate where the photos should appear in the text. 
Photos ideally need to be at around 2MB or larger sent as a separate JPEG image file. Send contributions to: 
Guy Russell: editor@wbansw.asn.au

A nicely made thing, 
well-maintained is a 
joy forever - the block 
from Defiance
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT - MAY '26

We have recently witnessed the best of classic boating at the RPEYC Classic Yacht Regatta with many 
wooden boats competing including Jasnar skippered by the late Gordon Ingate. Jasnar was second over the 
line in Division 4 ahead of many much larger yachts. What an inspiration.

Amongst the fleet was the 130 year old Ventura skippered by Steve Robson. Steve will be speaking at our May 
meeting telling of his experiences owning and enjoying Ventura with a number of colleagues who have 
teamed together to preserve this classic yacht. Ventura was featured at the SASC Centenarians Rally held at 
the ANMM in October last year. If we can get the technology together we will share Steve?s presentation 
online for those who can?t attend in person.

It was great to have Neil Henderson from the ?Eurobodalla Woodies? join our last Committee meeting online. 
It?s clear from Neil?s comments that there are many wooden boat projects underway in his region and no 
doubt elsewhere around NSW.

Which brings me to the Hal Harpur Award. We plan to broaden the scope of this annual award process to 
better reflect the vast variety of manifestations of wooden boats and artifacts crafts the award reflects.To 
this end the Hal Harpur award will remain the pinnacle of awards including categories such as awards for:

- Restorations and preservations.
- Young shipwrights
- New builds
- Collaboration and team projects
- And others

Entrants can self nominate. Projects don?t need to be complete.The emphasis is on recognising the 
achievement of significant milestones. Any form of evidence such as photos, social media posts etc., will 
suffice for the purpose of assessing entries and promoting the achievements at our Award dinner and in 
Scuttlebutt.

The Hal Harpur Award itself will go to the entrant whose project best reflects the objectives of encouraging 
the retention of traditional wooden boat building skills and the preservation of historical wooden boats and 
artifacts.

We are looking forward to an event in May in the Pittwater area which Guy is doing a great job bringing 
together. Guy will share details in his Editor?s piece.

Regards,

Bill



4

EDITOR'S BIT 

Dear Readers,

A couple of weeks ago we were enjoying magnificent Autumn 
weather, clear blue sky above, warm water and balmy days with 
enough wind to sail but not get smashed. The fish were biting. 
Perfect. The last couple of days we have had a lick of freezing 
south winds, a reminder that it's time to think about the winter 
projects. The perfect Autumn days have provided the backdrop for 
some great events that are reported this month.

We have:

- a report on the Canberra Traditional Boat Squadron?s 
Boatfest 2026 by the Club?s web master, Shane Magrath, 
courtesy of John Brickhill.

- Stephen Robson?s report and photos of the RPEYC Classic 
Boat Rally, and, thanks to the Club?s General Manager, David 
Stenhouse, and official award winning event photographer, 
Andrea Francolini, some awesome shots of the action on the 
water.

Promoted as an event where style takes precedence over 
speed this did not mean the competition was any less 
intense.

My thanks to both Andrea and David for their contribution to 
this month?s edition and especially to Nicole Shrimpton on 
the organising committee, who provided some great insights 
on the event.

- We have a piece from our Eurobodalla member, Neil 
Henderson about their group and efforts to grow their 
membership (just like we here in Sydney want to do).

- Chris Dicker is safely back home in Paynesville and has 
provided rather more copy than he was able to get to us last 
month

- The new Rugby Tops have arrived just in time for winter.

With regard to your Committee?s efforts to provide value to 
members, I am pleased to announce a regional event to be hosted 
at Bayview Yacht Racing Association (BYRA) Clubhouse on 
Tuesday 26 May at 6.00pm.

We will learn about their wooden boat building program, see a film 
about wooden boat designer, Iain Oughtred, ?Bonny Wee Boats? 
produced by Andy Mac, and, importantly, this will provide an 
opportunity to hear about what you, (our Northern Beaches 
members particularly) want in terms of activities.

That said, all members and friends are welcome and the invitation 
is extended to members of BYRA, RMYC?s Timber Boat Club, and 
the Halvorsen Club.

We also had some magnificent photos sent in by Rod Hallewell 
of the Auckland Wooden Boat Festival, held 13-15 March. Look 
forward to them next month. If there is a Hal Harpur category for 
caligraphy, then Rod would have to be a shoo-in!

Cheers

Guy
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VALE GORDON INGATE - A TRUE LEGEND 
OF AUSTRALIAN SAILING

On 26 April I learned that Gordon had passed away via the 
ABC News website. He was also acknowledged on the ABC 
Sports program Offsiders on their Sunday's program, where he 
was acknowledged as one of Australia's sailing and sporting 
greats.

May Gordon rest in peace and continue to have fair winds and 
sunny days.
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NEWS: FROM OUR SOUTHERN COUSINS

CALLING ALL WOODEN BOATS 
ENTHUSIASTS !

We are a small(ish) group of people who love wooden boats and 
live on the South East coast of NSW. We are looking for new 
members to join our group so if you would like to get in contact 
we?d be very happy to see you. It doesn?t matter if you are an 
expert with 20+ years of knowledge or have never built or owned a 
wooden boat. Our members are more than happy to help you get 
started or help you fine tune your skills.

What we do:-

- Build wooden boats from scratch, normally based on plans 
which we have bought from designers such as Paul Gartside, 
Iain Oughtred, Francoise Vivier, John Welsford, or others. One 
of our  members has built 13 boats so he now designs his 
own.

- The boats vary in length from about 11? to 22? long.
- Boats are constructed in various styles: clinker, strip planked, 

diagonal sheathed, chined.
- Some of our members restore boats rather than building; 

these are boats which they find around various parts of 
Australia. These older boats are restored to their former glory 
and form a key part of our fleet.

- Many different types of timbers are used including Huon pine, 
Hooppine, CeleryTop, Douglas Fir, Spotted Gum, Sitka Spruce, 
etc.

We attend a few of the Boat Festivals around Australia including 
the Wooden Boat Festival in Hobart, Paynesville Classic Boat 
Rally, Narooma Boats Afloat, Davistown Putt Putt Regatta and so 
on. We often tow our boats to these rallies and participate in the 
local events which the locals run as part of the rallies/ shows.

Trips away towing our boats and exploring local waterways is one 
of our favourite activities for one day or several. We pack up our 
boats with gear and food for several days and trail them to places 
such as Gypsy Point (off Mallacoota Lake), Quarantine Bay (near 
Eden), Metung (on the Gippsland Lakes), Paynesville (Gippsland 
Lakes). There we launch our boats and spend 2-3 days exploring 
the local waterways and spend our evenings enjoying either a 
home-cooked BBQ or a meal at a local restaurant.

So, if you are thinking about building a boat with your grand- 
children or by yourself, or are thinking about restoring that old 
boat that has been sitting in the shed for 20 years, why not come 
along and join us on our next outing.

Contact: Neil Henderson - neilh.australia@gmail.com;

M: 0491 155 426

5
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NEWS: CANBERRA TRADITIONAL BOATFEST

Canberra Traditional Boatfest 2026 ?  An 
April Weekend to Remember on Lake Burley 

Griff in.
April delivered one of those crisp Canberra mornings made for 
being on the water, and the Traditional Boat Squadron of Australia?s 
Boatfest 2026 did not disappoint. From the first lines cast off at 
10am to the toasts at D?Browes restaurant, it was a weekend that 
reminded us all why we love these beautiful old boats.

The day opened with a cruise to Yarramundi Reach - a gentle 
procession of timber and varnish across the lake, with a hefty 
morning tea served from a pontoon mid-journey. There?s something 
special about sharing a cup of tea on a classic wooden vessel with 
the Brindabellas as your backdrop. We saluted the Governor 
General?s residence with a little bit of noise as a tip of the hat.

By midday, the boats had gathered for the main public display. Lake 
Burley Griffin became a floating museum of heritage boating - 
gaff-rigged sailing vessels, a steam-powered paddle boat called 
the Enterprise, open dinghies with bright sails, and immaculately 
presented motorboats. Special mention must also be made of the 
six smaller steam boats on display. The variety on show was a 
testament to just how much passion our members and visitors put 
into their craft. There were over 30 boats on display making for a 
very festive Canberra atmosphere.

The entertainment was outstanding. The  Sea Shanty singers set 
the maritime mood, and from 1:30pm the Prism Jazz Ensemble 
filled the foreshore with big band jazz sound, the horns carrying 
across the water on a perfect autumn afternoon. Well, it may have 
been a little windy?

Not all steam engines were in boats! Another kid?s favourite of the 
event is George, the steam train!

There are a few special mentions to be made:

- The Enterprise is a favoured attraction. Visitor numbers to this 
boat were significantly up this year - a total of 327 versus 250 
last year! The Enterprise is an important part of Australian 
maritime history. We must thank the National Museum of 
Australia for supporting us again this year!

- Russell Gruen made a heroic effort to attend, coming all the 
way from Hong Kong for the weekend to ensure his amazing 
sailing boat, Aorere, built in 1898, was able to participate. Thank 
you Russell!

The evening gathered pace with pre-dinner drinks before the crowd 
moved to D?Browes Restaurant for a memorable dinner. Highlight 
of the night were the three awards ?  presented with great 
ceremony.

- Best Presented Boat: Jewell owned by David Yates of Canberra
- Best Presented Boat (2nd place): Kingfisher owned by Colin 

Law from Sussex Inlet
- Best Presented Boat (3rd place) Fossil owned by Don Parker 

from Cronulla

Sunday morning was a cruise down to Kingston Harbour where we 
made a very noisy three laps of the harbour providing the local 
cafes and residence a sparkling spectacle of traditional boating. A 
wonderful weekend, a wonderful club. We?re already looking 
forward to 2027.

Shane Magrath

Webmaster

The Traditional Boat Squadron of Australia Fossil - Don 
Parker

Kingfisher - 
Colin Law

Jewell - 
David Yates
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https://www.shantyclub.com/clubs/canberrashantyclub/
https://www.shantyclub.com/clubs/canberrashantyclub/
https://www.facebook.com/p/PRISM-Jazz-Ensemble-100094737342846/
https://www.facebook.com/p/PRISM-Jazz-Ensemble-100094737342846/
https://www.facebook.com/p/PRISM-Jazz-Ensemble-100094737342846/
https://www.nma.gov.au/explore/collection/highlights/paddle-steamer-enterprise
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RPEYC CLASSIC YACHT REGATTA, 11 APRIL 2026 - VENTURA

A number of members from the Wooden Boat Association of 
NSW took to the water for the Inaugural Classic Yacht Regatta 
hosted by the Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club on Saturday, 11 
April.

It was a quintessential Sydney autumn day - light winds, clear 
skies, and plenty of sunshine, providing a fitting backdrop for a 
Regatta that celebrated not just competition, but craftsmanship 
and tradition.

The yacht Ventura claimed top honours in the Concours 
d'Elegance, standing out as the oldest vessel in the fleet.

Her crew fully embraced the occasion, dressed in linen, refer 
jackets, and cravats and scarves, capturing the spirit of a bygone 
era.

Skipper Steve Robson remarked with good humour "it's fortunate 
we dressed up, because we would not have won for speed.

There were some seriously quick timber racing boats out there 
today".

More than 
60 classic 
timber 
yachts  
competed 
across 
five 
divisions, 
with 
handicap 
racing 
conducted 
under both 
PHS and 
IRC 
systems.

While the 
fleet 
delivered 
impressive performances throughout the day, one of the 
standout moments came from Gordon Ingate. 

Just nine days after celebrating his 100th birthday, Ingate 
skippered his 28-footer - Jasnar - to an impressive 3rd 
place in Division 5.

In a fitting twist of history, Ingate also secured the All 
Comers Trophy - an award last claimed by Ventura some 
93 years ago in Tasmania, adding a memorable and 
symbolic note to an already remarkable day on the water.

Steve Robson

RPEYC CLASSIC YACHT REGATTA - St ephen Robson
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RPEYC 
CLASSIC 
YACHT 
REGATTA
Phot ography by 
Andrea Fancolin i

Editor's Note: my sincere thanks to:

- Andrea for his stunning photos, without which this 
feature would not have been possible;

- David Stenhouse, GM RPEYC for his assistance with 
access to details of the fleet and race result etc., 
and

- Nicole Shrimpton, who was a part of the Organising 
Committee and considered to be the "Regatta 
Vicionary Captain". Nicole provided some great 
information about some of the fleet.

The event kicked off on the Friday night with drinks on the 
lawn. The event was supported by Billiecart Champagne.

The races were sailed under two different handicap systems, 
PHS and IRC. Within each there were Divisions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 
plus historic skiffs. There were 63 entrants in all with boats from 
all the main clubs on the Harbour competing.

The list of classes and the entrants was text book Classic Boat 
classes and designs: 61 square metre; International 8 metre; 
International 6 metre; 30 square metre; 5.5. metre; IOR One 
tonner; Halvorsen (Anitra V); Wally Ward Designs; Couta Boats; 
Ranger Style; Tasman Seabird; Folkboats and 18 Footers. How 
good is that !!!

8

The two 8m 
yachts 
Defiance (sail 
No. 11) and 
Frances (sail 
No. R8) both 
by Australian 
designer 
Ernest Digby 
enjoyed the 
close racing.

The 
Commodore 
of the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria (RYCV),  Damian Purcell, 
represented the Club and the Classic Yacht Association as a judge 
for the regatta along with shipwrights and Michael Baldwin, the 
Deputy Director of the Australian National Maritime Museum. 
Damian Purcell, a professor of immunology and classic sailor and 
owner of Scimitar, said it was a thrilling moment to see both 
Defiance and Frances, the first two Australian designed and built 8 
metres in Australia racing towards the first mark. With the 
backdrop of the bridge and harbour setting on a stunning day, the 
Inaugural Regatta could not have been blessed with a finer 
inception.

The first prize and inaugural 
winner of the Restoration Cup, 
a beautiful sterling silver art 
deco trophy donated by the 
Classic Yacht Association of 
Australia went to Nicole 
Shrimpton?s 8m yacht 
Defiance, designed by Ernest 
Digby in 1935. She is 
deservedly happy not just 
because of being the inaugural 
winner, but also because she 
had a big part within the 
RPEYC?s organising 
committee that made the 
event the success it clearly 
was.
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RPEYC CLASSIC YACHT REGATTA

The trophy for the Overall PHS winner, was Frances, Digby?s other 
8 metre yacht (the first being Defiance) - a triple Sayonara Cup 
winning boat which was restored by Melbourne shipwright Ferdi 
Darley and his team in an all-out effort to get the boat to Sydney in 
time for the regatta.

They worked in tandem with Sydney Rigging and Whale Spars who 
refurbished the mast.

It is the first time the iconic Williamstown boat has been owned 
outside of Williamstown and the RYCV. I was told there was 
initially sadness mixed with joy and pride as the boat changed 
hands but the new custodian said ??you haven?t lost a boat so 
much as gained a harbour.?

Nicole designed the poster for the IRC measurement and to 
commemorate this inaugural event special edition posters, 
hand printed on cotton paper, were produced. She also 
designed the trophy for the Concours d?Elegance, which is a 
silver trophy, made by W.J. Sanders. It is a silhouette of five 
boats - including Oenone, a Couta, a Ranger, an 8 metre and an 
18 footer. Shipwright Lars Runow did the base.

There were plenty of donated prizes, including handsome sail 
bags especially made for the regatta, yachting jackets from 
M.J. Bale and gold-embossed leather backgammon rolls from 
Oroton.

9
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RPEYC CLASSIC YACHT REGATTA

Nicole said after ?I had very good crew and it turned out to be 
Digby?s regatta. The pair of 8?s I took were unexpectedly overall 
winners. I have very good sailors - Matt Whitnall helmed Frances 
and beat everyone to the top mark on a serene but fluky day, whilst 
Doug McGain, with elegant judgement sailed Defiance to victory on 
IRC, with Plym close behind. A few knots of breeze and things would 
have been different."

It was the first time a comprehensive classic regatta open to all 
classic classes had been held on the harbour with dual ratings 
(PHS and IRC). The measuring days by the Club for the Regatta 
saw 22 boats line up to be measured for the newly available 
standard IRC rating (available since mid-2024 but not really 
advertised so people are still discovering they can).

Boats can be measured with a weight estimate, bringing the price 
down. Boats can go the full distance to improve their chances of 
being measured if they so wish.

The UTE (which is the chase boat for the supermaxi, Commanche) 
was kindly donated on the day to ferry excited entrants from 
SASC, RANSA and CYCA. (Squadron had their cruise on so one or 
two could not join from the RSYS although the club graciously 
offered to include the regatta as points towards the first race day 
of the Cruise up the coast, on a case by case basis).

A great feeling all round with photographer Andrea Francolini 
enthusing over photographing boats he had not even seen before. 
And Jono Wittey?s Aeromedia has produced a great video. It will 
be on the RPEYC's website soon.

Billecart champagne, the sailing family of champagne, donated 
cases and invited sailors to ?Race for a Case.? The clubhouse 
literally overflowing with bubbles.

10
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I  know I  am amongst f riends so I  need not make any lame 
excuses for abandoning my attempt at Pt Davey. At least I  lef t 
the mooring with all good intentions and ventured forth upon 
the sea. I  forget what I  wrote to Guy in a rough text message, 
which I  hoped he could present as my contribution to 
Scuttlebutt.

I  never want to talk about anchors again... af ter this. The Bruce 
is just simply no good in weed. The belly of  it chokes up with the 
grass and prevents it f rom doing its job. If  you get it down in 
sand or mud, even shaley mud it will just bury itself . Well, as it 
is not good enough, our old f riend has to go and be replaced by 
a state of  the art anchor. I  do hope our members can give me 
some feed back on their anchoring experience and 
recommendation.

A slightly modif ied old fashioned f isherman's really saved the 
day in the end. It got a hold and maintained a hold in thirty 
knots and above for three very anxious days. These were far 
f rom extreme conditions, just a bit of  a blow the Bass Strait 
islanders may or may not notice.

The rigging starting to 
shriek and the tops of  the 
waves were smoking. At 
least it wasn't raining or 
cold. Quite a pleasant 
night really... sniff !

At about 01.30 I  was 
sitting in the shelter of  
the spray dodger having a 
relaxing cuppa when my 
anchor light lit up a 40 
foot Beneteau travelling 

THE PAYNESVILLE REPORT
Chr is Dicker
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backwards not ten metres f rom 
me.

I  was dragging at that time too 
but I  do recall both boats under 
way and worrying about a 
collision. The other boat 
anchored f irst and I  went well 
in f ront of  him into 
dangerously shallow water as 
close to the island as I  could get. 
This was in desperation as I  was getting a little weary. I  should 
also mention that I  had dragged twice with the f isherman's and 
realised something was not right - I  hoisted it to the stem head 
and saw that the essential bar had dislodged so it looked like the 
anchor that sailors get tattooed on their forearms.

By this time the bow had fallen off  and we were sailing towards 
shallows and rocks. Gilli has said that in ?situations? I  remain 
calm. I  had the unwieldly anchor on deck putting the bar back in 
and this time mousing it up, before motoring up into the wind. I  
lowered it reverently over the bow, paying out the 60 odd metres 
of  20mm nylon line. Well... thank goodness it got a bite as I  don?t 
know if  I  could have gone around again.

I  should reiterate that I  had drowned my phone at Deal island so 
I  was unable to let anyone know I  was OK (or not). I  SHOULD 
ALSO MENTION running into Jon Bell whilst walking on Deal. I  
was a little confused at f irst as I  was sure I  had paid my years 
sub for my WBA membership.

That was Wednesday or the wee hours of  Thursday. By Saturday 
morning it had all but blown itself  out. I  had managed a couple 
of  hours sleep.
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PAYNESVILLE Cont .

Meantime my amazing wife Gilli had been busy at Anchor Downs organising a new phone for me, which I  had to pick up at the 
newsagent in the little township of  Whitemark, on Flinders.

This had all been relayed to me through Tas Maritime Radio in Hobart. They gave me instructions over the VHF radio that if  I  
was to arrive at the shop af ter hours to walk up the lane at the side and the phone would be behind a sliding glass door.

Due to the kindness of  a chap who was camping in the bush nearby and who dropped everything to drive me the 16 kilometres into 
Whitemark, I  was early enough to walk into the newsagency. The owner, Clare, who was busy with customers looked over them 
when I  walked in and said "...you must be Christopher".

I  was picked up by f riends who took me to their home for a shower and a meal and a quiet time to get over my ordeal. They also 
showed me around the north east side of  the island and everywhere in between, while Westwind swung on a secure mooring.

It can be a long, lonely haul down south, especially leaving the warm hearted people of  Flinders behind but that is a sailing life. 
The weather was raging down there so I  could see no point. I  turned Westwind?s bow north and had an uneventful sail back home.

A little sleep deprived perhaps and 10 miles off  Lakes Entrance in misty rain, I  should have seen the loom of  the substantial town 
but all was dark except for exceptional phosphorescence, which lit up the sails.

Peering into the darkness I  saw beams of  light emanating f rom the sea up into the sky; these sort of  terminated above me where I  
was ?interested? to see a colourful drone holding station there. I  can remember thinking how clever it was and why it should have 
any special interest in me.

I  chuckled and was a little disappointed when I  realised it was my masthead tricolour light!

And then there was ?Molly??  Next month.

Regards

Chris (aka "Christopher")
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"Bonnie wee Boats - The Iain Oughtred Story"  - A Movie

Hosted by BYRA for the WBANSW, this movie 

will be screened by the producer, Andy Mac.

Please note: this film is not publicly available.

Guy Russell and I had the good fortune to see this

movie at the Paynesville Festival. If you have ever

admired Iain's designs, would like to know the man

and want to see one of his boats come to life at the

hands of the producer, this is MUST see movie .

For catering purposes, please RSVP by Tuesday,

19 May to the WBANSW Secretrary

(secretary@wbansw.asn.au) or the Editor

(editor@wbansw.asn.au) by email.

Get in quick!
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MERCHANDISE: Rugby Top ARE HERE!

Merchandise Updat e

Sale!
Our remaining stock of long sleeve royal blue shirts is 
on sale for $20 each plus $15 postage or pick up at a 
meeting. We have Small, Medium and Large sizes 
remaining.

Our  shir t s are available in sizes S t o 2XL in 
blue and whit e

Short Sleeve shirts are 
$34 and Long Sleeve 
are $41

The royal blue long 
sleeve shirts are no 
longer available. We 
have replaced them 
with long sleeve Navy 
Blue shirts (that are a 
dark navy blue).

We now have some Rugby Shir t s with the WBANSW 
logo - $50

Sur f  Hat s

Surf Hats with the WBA NSW logo are out of stock but 
will be back soon at $25.

Burgees

We now have small burgees with the WBA NSW logo 
for $35. They are 430 mm (17 inches) long.

Large burgees with our logo will be in stock soon.

The existing stock of large burgees is on sale for $20.

The general rule for burgees is 1 inch of burgee length 
to one foot of boat length.

13

Julie

Email: merchandise@wbansw.asn.au or phone 
me on 0421 057 397
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CLASSIFIEDS
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ADVERTISEMENT POLICY: 

- We run ads for  t he benef it  of  m em bers who can place an ad for  f ree for  4 issues
- To place an ad, please use t he form  available on our  websit e: ht t p:/ /www.wbansw.asn.au
- Where space perm it s, we m ay include ads f rom  m em bers of  our  int erst at e cousins
- Non-m em bers are charged $50 for  an ad; f ree it em s - no charge
- Advise t he Edit or  if  an it em  is sold

Dave Giddings has advised his good friend, Kevin, the owner of 
Karlee, is looking for someone to partner with on a good classic 
yacht - a 30ft Huon Pine Illingworth sloop. Kevin is looking for 
some help to continue his work on Karlee as he can no longer 
mange it due to ill health. Karlee was designed by the 
distinguished UK yacht designers Illingworth & Primrose. Design 
is based on Wista but extended to 30ft in length. Built in Hobart 
by professional boat builder, Eddie Mossop in 1964. Contact: 
Kevin - saktm5@gmail.com; mobile: 0409 601 673

FOR SALE:  18ft Skin on Frame kayak . 
Spruce, Oregon and Celery Top Pine 
timbers. Bow and stern float bags + 
Greenland paddle. Price: $800. Call 
Peter Widders, mobile: 0481 583 794.

FOR SALE: Hettie - at 24ft, Hettie is an ideal classic 
pocket cruiser with a roomy cabin and substantial 
cockpit for cruising, sailing/ fishing. Fully restored 
with modern improvements, she provides an 
interesting blend of intriguing history, sea-worthiness 
and opportunities. Commissioned in 1930 for one of 
Australia's first mining magnates and innovative 
engineers, Hettie was one of the first Bermudan- 
rigged boats on Port Phillip Bay and bears a C4 
Couta Boat registration. Price: $40,000 o.n.o. 
Contact: Chris, mobile: 0428 280 505

FOR SALE: Handcrafted Wooden Boat - Never Used

A truly special, hand-crafted wooden boat, built using 
traditional lapstrake (clinker style) construction by skilled boat 
builders as part of a TAFE course. Made from polished timber 
in varied natural tones to showcase the craftsmanship and 
strength of the design. Interior is simple and elegant, with 
solid framing, functional seating, a keel, and a rudder already 
fitted. Dimensions: 3200mm x 1300mm. Price: exceptional 
value at $4,500. Location: Coogee, NSW. Contact: L.J. Hill, 
mobile: (+61) 0410 480 129

FOR SALE: a)Tohatsu 5HP outboard 
motor 2021 FNR short shaft 4 stroke 
$1,000 ONO; b) Lifting outboard bracket 
$100; c) Plough anchor 68kg, 35m warp 
$50; d) Spinnaker (9.6x5.4m) $500; e) 
Hood storm jib (luff 4m, leach 3.2m, foot 
2.3m) $150; f) Hood tri sail (luff 2.8m, 
leach 4.5m, foot 2.8m) $150. All in good 
condition; g) Walker KnotMaster Log 
$300. Please contact Tom Smith, 
mobile: 0477 146 705.

Tom Hughes has the following for sale:

1 x Danforth anchor, ~20-40lbs in good condition, suitable for 
30-40ft vessel - offers considered;

1 x 3hp Yamaha outboard (2009, well used by runs well or for 
parts - $200 with spare prop;

Choice of 2 books:

i) Whaling voyages around the world, published in South Africa 
last Christmas, edited by John Melville referring to a  manuscript 
that I found in the Mitchell Library handwritten diary of the ship's 
surgeon, David Brown; descriptions ffrom 1790's of largely 
South America & NSW. The Master was Captain Tom Melville, 
my 4th Great Grandfather, the ships Britannia and Speedy. 300 
pages, many photos - ~$95 (Amazon);

ii) My journal from 1967 voyage Sydney to L.A. $15 or copies of 
several voyage logs Sydney to Hobart and return in Lyndenne, 
also $15 each.

Call Tom: 0439 858 033

SEAGULL OUTBOARDS FOR SALE:

I have a few Seagull outboard motors for 
sale . One motor will run, the others need 
work. Some spares with three service 
sheets - Nos. 17, 7, and 2.

Contact: Les Brown; Email: 
l.b.brown@bigpond.com

BOOKS FOR SALE:  I have a "few books" 
surplus to my needs - about 100 books to 
date! If anyone is in the market for books 
on boating/ sailing/boat building & all 
related matters, please send me an email 
or text me: nicklawther2099@gmail.com 
M: 0407 236 999

Suggested prices included, open to all 
offers. I can deliver to a WBANSW 
meeting or around the Northern Beaches; 
postage is at buyer's cost. A contribution 
to the Association is envisaged 
depending on how many books find new 
homes.

Windjammers - the final story, Robert 
Carter, hardbound; author is from 
Narrabeen - $25

Sell up & sail, 4th Ed., Bill & Laurel Cooper 
- $5

Practical Yacht Joinery, Bingham $10

A Pacific Legacy - a century of maritime 
photography, Wayne Bonnett - $5

Understanding Yacht Design, Ian 
Nicholson - $10
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VENDOR SUPPORTERS

   

MEMBER DISCOUNT!!

All WBA Mem bers receive a discount  f rom  suppliers who 
adver t ise in our  Newslet t er ... So keep it  in m ind for  you 

next  project
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Classic Boat  Supplies:  You need t o set  up an online 
account  and get  a discount  password f rom  t he 

President . Click  & Collect  is available at  t he Belrose 
shop.

Make sure you advise t hem  you are a WBA 
Mem ber .

PRIVATE SALE:

Copper Fastenings
- Round copper spikes 190mm 9 peices 500g
- Square copper nails 180mm 14 peices 800g
- Square copper nails 130mm 1.5kg
- Square copper nails 130mm (thicker) 6 pieces 200g
- Square copper nails domed head 130mm 3kg
- Square copper nails domed head 110 mm 18 peices 

450g
- Square copper nails 105mm 5kg
- Square copper nails 100mm 1.2kg
- Square copper nails 90mm 1.7 kg
- Square copper nails(thicker) 90mm 2.9kg
- Square copper nails 80mm 2.2kg
- Square copper nails 65mm 1kg
- Square copper nails 65mm (thicker) 4.7kg
- Square copper nails 55mm 2.5 kg
- Square copper nails 35 and 40mm 2.9kg
- Square copper nails 30mm 1.8kg
- Round copper nails 20mm 100grams
- Copper roves 10mm 700 grams
- Copper roves 13mm 620 grams.

Contact: Will C - ardbeg46@gmail.com

I was planning to sell this as a bulk lot so I hadn't thought 
about pricing for individual packs. I am hoping to get 
around $1500 ($45kg) for the lot but I am willing to 
negotiate.
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ON THE HORIZON
General Meetings - Dundas Sports Club - 2026

Tues 12 May Steve Robson: Ventura - a beautiful 100 year old yacht 
still going strong

Tues 9 June Peter Widders: Tool talk - tips, tricks and traps on the 
use, care and sharpening of tools

Tues 14 July Peter Matthew & Glenn Reynolds - Models

Tues 11 Aug Liam McGeach (ANMM): Australian Register of 
Heritage Vessels

Committee Meetings - Virtual or Dundas Sports Club - 2026

Tues 19 May Tues 18 Aug Tues 17 Nov

Tues 16 June Tues 15 Sept Tues 15 Dec

Tues 21 July Tues 20 Oct

2026 Activities & Events
9 May:  44th Meccano Expo, Uniting Church, Mt Colah, 10am-4pm

24 May: Sailing Day, Safety Demonstration & Begonia Maintenance - 
Albert Park Lake, Melbourne - 10am-4pm

26 May: WBANSW Regional Event Film Night: "Bonnie Wee Boats - 
the Iain Oughtred Story", BYRA, 6pm

28 June: Sailing Day & Swap Meet - Albert Park Lake, Melbourne - 
10am-4pm
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YOUR COMMITTEE

Treasurer
Jon Bell

0412 177 193

President
Bill Thompson
02 9654 9235

Brad (Peter) Curtis
Secretary

0419 655 166

Membership
Secretary

Ross Andrewartha
02 4739 3706

Merchandise
Officer & Web

Manager
Julie Lowes

0421 057 397

VP & Editor
Guy Russell

0439 640 003

Opinions and advice expressed in this publication and the 
Association?s meetings are those of the individual originator?s 
only. The Editor and the Association?s Committee do not 
necessarily endorse views expressed in this publication or at 
such forums. Copyright may be owned by the original author or 
the Wooden Boat Association Inc. Participation in events 
organised by the Association may involve certain risks which 
include the possibility of harm or damage to vessels, equipment 
or persons inherently associated with the perils of the sea or 
weather. Such risks will require the exercise of the prior judgment 
of members on behalf of themselves, their guests and invitees 
whether to commence or continue any particular activity 
irrespective of information supplied by Association officers.

Printed by Power Colour Pty Ltd, 106 Grose Street, Parramatta 
NSW 2150 A.B.N. 58 066 215 021.

Member
Ralph Pickering
0404 003 138

Your picture 
here x 3

Committee 
Member Vacancy

Committee Members x 3
Member representatives are there to do just 
that:

- suggestions as to activities
- speakers, topics
- ... or whatever

It is not difficult, doesn't take up to much time 
and helps ensure your Association meets your 
needs.

Get on board!

Attendance can be virtual for out-of-towners.
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